
Thirsk Community Primary School      Reception Long Term Plan         

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topics Marvellous me! 

Autumn 

Dear Zoo  

 

Materials 

Bonfire Night  

Christmas 

The Gingerbread Man 

Night and Day 

Winter  

Chinese New 

Year  

Goldilocks 

Dinosaurs 

Spring  

Easter  

The 3 Billy Goats 

Gruff  

 

The Jungle 

Growing and 

changing  

St George’s Day 

The Gruffalo  

The Seaside 

Summer  

Peace At Last  

Learning 

Challenge 

What do I know 

about me?  

What makes me 

special?  

What is in your 

treasure chest?  

Is treasure the 

same for 

everybody?  

Why are there so 

many leaves on 

the floor?  

 

 

Why is?  

 

Why do boats float? 

Why do pebbles sink?  

Is it always 

cold in winter?  

Where does 

light come 

from?  

Why does it 

get dark?  

Where does 

the day go at 

night time?  

How does a 

torch work?  

What planet 

are we on?  

Who does this 

egg belong to?  

Would a dinosaur 

make a good pet?  

 

Where do the 

flowers come 

from?  

 

Why do we have 

eggs at Easter?  

Why do tigers 

have stripes?  

 

Why is it dark in 

the jungle?  

 

 

Why would you 

want to be beside 

the seaside?  

 

What are 

lighthouses for?  

 

Who lives under 

the under the 

sea?  

WOW Children’s own 

treasure chests.  

Autumn walk  

Time capsules  

Firework designs  

Material exploring  

 

Twinkle Twinkle 

little star 

Winter walk  

Food tasting  

Can’t you sleep 

little bear read 

by candlelight.  

Large egg found – 

whose is it?  

Cracked egg – 

escaped dinosaur! 

Dinosaur dig site  

Dinosaur fossils  

Spring Walk  

Zoo videos  

 

Seaside/aquarium 

visit  

Seaside in a 

bottle  

Summer Walk  

 

 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Communication, 

Language and 

Literacy 

Throughout the year children will learn 

 Key listening skills – showing awareness of the listeners needs 

 To speak clearly and confidently during circle/carpet times  

 To listen and respond appropriately with relevant questions, comments or actions  

 To use story language to re-tell familiar stories  

 Learn a range of new vocabulary relating to topics   

 Use past, present and future tenses accurately in their talk  

 To ask how and why questions  

 Follow a range of instructions  

Physical 

development 

P.E – Playground 

games 

Dressing/undressing 

independently. 

Importance of 

personal hygiene.   

Dough Disco  

 

P.E – Object 

control  

Dressing/ 

undressing 

independently. 

Importance of 

personal hygiene.   

Dough Disco  

P.E – Gym  

Cutting Skills  

Being Healthy  

P.E – Dance  

Cutting Skills  

Being Healthy  

P.E –  

Keeping Safe – 

sun safety  

P.E – Sports Day 

Keeping Safe – 

sun safety  

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

development 

Settling in  

Rules and routines  

 

    Moving on  

Winning, losing 

and talking part 

Literacy  Phase1/2 phonics 

Dear Zoo  

Fine motor skills  

Large scale 

formation 

Name writing  

 

 

Phase 2/3 phonics  

The GB Man  

Fine motor skills  

c, l, r, formations  

CVC words 

Phase 2/3 phonics  

Goldilocks  

Fine motor skills  

Labels  

Phase 3/4 

phonics  

The 3 BGG  

Fine motor skills  

Sentences FS 

Secret Diaries  

Phase 3/4 

phonics 

The Gruffalo   

Fine motor skills 

Sentences FS 

Arthur’s Diary  

Phase 4/5 

phonics 

Peace at Last   

Fine motor skills  

Multiple 

sentences  

CL,FS,FS 

 

 



Maths  1+1, 2+2 

Days of the Week  

Careful counting  

Number recognition 

Number and set 

matching  

Numbers in the 

environment   

Addition  

Subtraction  

2D shapes  

Shapes in the 

environment  

Length/height  

1+1, 2+2 

Days of the Week  

Writing numbers  

Counting actions  

Count objects 

that cannot be 

moved 

Number 

recognition  

Ordering numbers.  

Less/more  

Addition 

Subtracting 

2D shapes 

Weight – 

heavy/light 

3+3, 4+4, 5+5  

Months of the 

Year 

Counting on  

Counting back 

Estimating  

Recording 

numbers  

Addition 

Subtraction 

3D Shapes  

Time  

Position  

 

3+3, 4+4, 5+5  

Months of the 

Year 

Counting on & 

back 

Counting in 2,s 

Ordering 

numbers 

recording 

sentences 

Addition  

Doubling 

Subtraction 

2D &3D shapes 

Money  

Direction  

2+1, 2+3 

Months of the 

Year 

Counting in 10,s 

Ordering 

numbers 

recording 

sentences 

Addition  

Doubling 

Subtraction 

Halving 

2D &3D shapes 

Capacity 

 

 

2+1, 2+3 

Months of the 

Year  

Counting in 5’s  

Sharing  

 

 

Revision of key 

maths skills and 

vocabulary ready 

for year one 

Understanding 

the World 
Autumn investigation 

Me  

Families  

Material exploring 

–sorting, 

comparing 

Christmas  

Bonfire night  

Winter 

investigation 

Chinese New Year  

Dark – night  

Light – day  

Moon/stars  

Earth/space  

Spring 

investigation 

Dinosaurs – 

history 

Easter  

St Georges Day – 

England – where 

we live  

The Jungle  

Camouflage 

Growing - 

Lifecycles 

Summer  

The seaside  

Lighthouses  

Sea animals  

Floating/sinking 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

Colour mixing  

Leaf prints  

Leaf collage  

Picasso - Portraits 

Treasure chests  

Music – finding a 

voice  

Music – firework 

and Christmas 

songs and rhymes.  

Material collage  

Colour mixing 

Firework pictures  

Christmas crafts  

CNY Dance/music  

Light colours  

Dark colours  

Cold colours  

Flower printing  

Easter crafts  

Dinosaur 

skeletons  

Dinosaur fossils  

Exploring 

instruments  

Animal patterns  

Dragon models  

England flags  

Seaside songs  

Under the sea 

sounds 

Sand pictures  

  

 


