Thirsk Community Primary School

AIMS
1. To develop a sensitive and informed understanding of Christianity and other principal religions represented in Great Britain. 
2. To enable children to form tolerant attitudes towards people of different faiths.

3. To help children relate religious beliefs, values, and practices to their own and others experiences of life.

4. To develop an awareness and understanding of self and others, and of the central part religion plays in developing responsible and caring attitudes

It is important to keep in mind that R.E. makes a distinctive contribution to pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development in that it is dealing specifically the meaning, purpose and value of life.

GUIDELINES
It is our policy when teaching R.E. to: 
* Relate religious beliefs, values and practices to childrens own life experiences

* Attempt to make the study of religion stimulating and relevant.

* Focus on the SIMILARITIES between major religions studied.

* Encourage children to recognise religious places, people and objects.

* Introduce children to first-hand experiences of their own and other faiths, through


a) role play and drama
b) songs and music
c) the daily act of worship
d) multi-cultural projects
e) visits to churches, chapels, mosques and other places of religious worship
f) celebration and festival activities

Planning 
As a Community Primary School we are bound by and use the North Yorkshire Agreed Syllabus and the Planning Guidance units for medium term planning. These have been integrated throughout the school as part of the 2 year planning cycle to ensure continuity (see R.E. file).

Teaching / Learning Styles
At KS1 R.E. is taught by the class teacher
At KS2 R.E. is taught by the ‘band’ teacher responsible for R.E.

In KS1, R.E. is incorporated in a cross curricular approach, but subject specific lessons are taught where appropriate and suitable for the needs of the subject and children In KS2 R.E. is timetabled as a separate subject, although care is taken to ensure reinforcing links across the curriculum. In both key stages R.E. is taught on a weekly basis.

Activities and Organisation
R.E. activities involve class, group and individual work which is differentiated through task and materials. There is access to a broad range of supporting resources.

Content
In KS1 children will be studying Christianity in Reception/Y1 and Y2 and will also study Hinduism in Y2.

In KS2 children will be studying Christianity throughout years 3 to 6 with Judaism in years 3 & 4, and Islam in years 5 & 6. Other world religions (i.e. Buddhism & Sikhism) will be used to reinforce the similarities that can be found between religions.

Resources 
There is a centrally stored collection of books and posters. A list of these materials is available in the staffroom (see R.E. file), from the R.E. co-ordinator and the Band teacher responsible for R.E.

Assessment / Recording / Reporting. 
Through discussion, questioning, listening to children’s responses and from samples of work, the child’s progress is monitored. This is reported in end of year reports to parents.

Special Needs
The aim and basic objectives for RE for pupils with special needs are the same as for other pupils. What may vary is the degree to which the aim and objectives may be met and the processes by which pupils need to be supported in their learning. By suitable differentiation in the nature of tasks teachers can ensure that RE is accessible to all pupils.

Equal Opportunities
The teaching of R.E. makes a particular contribution to the school’s policy on equality of opportunity in that it deals specifically with the values and beliefs of other races and cultures, encouraging tolerance, understanding and respect. It teaches about people’s rights to be treated fairly and provides children with opportunities to reflect upon human capacity for kindness, unselfishness and sympathy for the feelings of others.

Right to withdraw
Parents have the right to withdraw their child from all or part of R.E. It is hoped that all children will take part in R.E. but parents views and wishes will be respected in sensitive areas.

All staff are happy to teach at present, but they do have the right to withdraw from R.E. teaching in respect of their own religious beliefs. They should discuss this with the Headteacher.
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