THIRSK COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL

WRITING POLICY

AIMS

· To develop children’s understanding of the differences between spoken and written forms of language. 

· To help children understand the value of writing as a means of remembering, communicating, organising and developing ideas and information

· To encourage children to develop a sense of enjoyment in writing.

· To develop children’s ability to write for an increasing range of readers, writing in an increasing variety of styles and formats to suit a range of purposes.

· To develop children’s understanding of grammar including using suitable words in their correct form, the use of punctuation, sentence structure and paragraphs.

· To develop children’s understanding of the differences between standard English, dialect and colloquial forms.

GUIDELINES
1. Writing and reading should be seen to be partners.  From the beginning, children should be aware that print carries meaning.  They should not be expected to copy words they are unable to read.

2. Two complementary approaches will be used to develop children’s writing:        

a) the objectives from the National Literacy Strategy;

b) a ‘developmental writing’ approach in which, from early mark making, children are encouraged to be independent writers.  They should be confident to put their ideas in writing, knowing that they will be praised for attempting unknown words as they use their developing word building skills.

3. Children should be encouraged to record initial ideas using notes, diagrams etc.(‘brainstorming’)  in order to organise their thoughts before moving on to a more conventional written format.

The process of drafting and re-drafting should be used to help children think about and improve the content of their writing.  The word processor is an excellent tool for this purpose.

4. Variety of writing should be addressed at all stages in accordance with the literacy hour.  

5. Audience and purpose should be considered so that, whenever possible, children can see the relevance of their writing, e.g. older pupils writing a story to read to younger ones, or writing a letter to request information.

6. The objectives for the Literacy Hour give opportunities for the teaching and learning of literacy skills.  These skills can then be used and practised during other areas of the curriculum, e.g. an account of a procedure in science, written directions in geography, an exciting adventure in history, explaining a pattern in maths.  

7. Children should be encouraged to read carefully all work that they have written, and increasingly be expected to check their own writing for clarity of meaning, spellings and grammatical mistakes.

8. At all stages, teachers must present and read good quality examples of different forms of writing to children so that they see writing as a valuable activity.  Periods of silent writing are recommended.  The teacher should act as a role model for writing and, where appropriate, act as scribe for the whole class, group or individuals.

9. Children should be encouraged to use the grammar and vocabulary of Standard English, where appropriate, in their writing.  It is expected that towards the end of Key Stage 2, children will have developed an understanding of how written English varies in degrees of formality.

10. To enable children to communicate effectively in their writing, they need to develop a fluent handwriting style and to have effective strategies for spelling.  Separate policies exist on Spelling and Handwriting.

